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on Octob er 24, 1957> Assistant U, 3. Attorney 

^Houston, Texas, advised he had physically 


b7C per 

examined the documents presently in storage concerning previous 
investigation and testimony involved in the Texas Cit; 


EOUSA 


c>5 


V 

orates or 


explosion* Ho stated there were approximately _ 
records, of which ho had ordered 2*3 to be physically shipped to 
Houston for detailed examination. He stated that should the 
pertinent documents of J. D. LATTA AIID COMP Air/ be located 
or other valuable evidence, he would, notify SA E00LIII0. 
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Investigation has reflected in addition to the 
Galveston Office Manager., ARTHUR CLARK, and the Houston Office 
Manager, Mr.ftj. WOLF, J. D. IATTA had four female employees 
in Galveston at the time of the explosion. One such employee 
is Mrs. LOUISE REESBY, now residing at 3965 Wedgway Drive, 

Eort Worth, Texas, telephone No. WA 6-0906. Another female 
employee of J. D. LATTA at about that time was DOROTHY CARTER, 
now married, location and name unknown. He also had two 
other female employees who have not been identified. 


Interview of WALTER H. SANDBERG reflects that 'while 
he was vice president of Texas City Terminal Railway Company, 
Texas City, at the time of the explosion he was concerned 
because the ammonium nitrate arrived in "hot condition"; 
that is, bags in the box cars were too hot to comfortably 
handle with bare hands. About eight months prior to the 
explosion SANDBERG complained to the Spencer Chemical Company, 
Kansas City, Missouri, concerning this condition. As a 
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result a Mr. STEED of that firm visited Texas City prior to 
the explosion and stated in his opinion ammonium nitrate was 
not an explosive. Some time after the Texas City explosion 
SANDBERG went to the Spencer Chemical Company and talked to 
STEED about the same matter. STEED stated he did not believe 
ammonium nitrate was an explosive prior to or after the 
explosion. 

For utilization in conducting the interviews at 
Dallas and Kansas City, enclosed is a copy of Departmental 
request dated 10/14/57 .> and copy of report of SA JOSEPH J. 
DOOLING dated 11/2/57^ at Houston. Please return these 
enclosures when investigation is complete. It should be 
noted ohe Bureau has placed a dead line of 11/4/57j on this 
matter. 

Dallas, at Fort l< orth, Texas, will locate and 
interview Mrs. LOUISE REESBY, 39e>5 VJedgway Drive, telephone 
No. VIA 6-0905, as requested by the Department, and also 
ascertain the exact dates of her employment and her duties 
concerning the ammonium nitrate. Also, ascertain, if possible, 
names and addresses of the other three females employed by 
J. D. LATTA at the time of the explosion. 

Kansas City will locate and interview Mr. STEED 
of the Spencer Chemical Company concerning his conversations 
with HALTER H. SANDBERG. 

Your attention is directed to item 6 of the 
Departmental memorandum. Reports should not contain any 
evaulation of the potentiality as good witnesses of the 
persons interviewed. Furnish a blank memorandum, suitable 
for dissemination, setting out agent's observations regarding 
these persons. Include appearance, manner of speaking, ability 
of the persons to express themselves, education and any other 
observations which would permit the Department to evaluate 
them as witnesses. 
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